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Sri Ganesan does not have talks year around.  

You can go to his house weekdays at 9:00 AM and see if he is giving a talk or not.
 
Satsang is free at Ananda Ramana (Sri Ganesan’s home).   Ganesan has no donation box.  Ganesan tells people not to bring any gifts. This certainly is pleasing to me, as I have met far too many spiritual business people in this lifetime.

If you are not able to stay at Sri Ramanasramam for your entire stay in Tiruvannamalai, then I recommend the Arunachala Ramana home, #4 on Map.  It is only a five minute (or less) walk from 

Sri Ramanasramam. To get there you walk from Sri Ramanasramam towards Seshadri Ashram and just before you get to Seshadri Ashram there is a road to your right. You walk down the road to the corner where the road turns (a 1 or 2 minute walk) and Arunachala Ramana Home is on the right at that corner. When you are walking from Ramanasramam another way to identify the road is there are autorickshaws parked just past the road. And there is a water stream running along it.

Another good choice for accomodations is to stay at Seshadri Ashram.

Both Air Conditioned AC and non AC rooms, Indian style toilet and non Indian style toilet rooms are available at both the Arunachala Ramana Home and Seshadri ashram. So ask for what you want.
For me, I like AC and western style toilet. 
Food: if you walk from Sri Ramanasramam towards Seshadri Ashram and pass Seshadri Ashram on the left side there is a place that sells fruit. If you walk for a couple more minutes there is a street on the left side. There at the corner is veerabhadran store, #5 on Map. (I may not have spelled that correcttly). There at veerabhadran store they have many items of food for sale that a foreigner might like. If you make a left turn and walk down that road and follow all of its turns to the end, you will come to shanti internet, #6 on Map.



Directly across (on the opposite side of the street) from Sri Ramanasramam gate there is a small shopping center. There is a place there that has internet accesss. In that same center, there is a small food shop.
Bisquits, sodas, etc.

I do not know if he has started it yet, but the mananager of the Arunachala Ramana home was planning to put in an internet and phone shop right at Arunachala Ramana home. When I was there in the summer of 2002, he had put the shop in, but had not yet put the computer and phone in.

There are so many phone shops that no need to tell you where they are , you will see the signs.

With auto rickshaw drivers it is best to either agree on a price in advance or to know how much the correct fare is.

To go from Sri Ramanasramam into town the correct fare is 15 rupees. By town, I mean for example car street where the temple is. However, it would be nice if you gave them Rupees 20. It is not good to give some outrageous amount like Rupees 50 though. Because then you make it harder for everyone in Tiruvannamalai who live on a tight budget. And that makes it especially hard on foreigners who are on a tight budget because then the autorickshaw drivers expect very huge sums from foreigners. There are plenty of autorickshaw drivers in town, so you do not need to retain an auto driver for the round trip.
When I know the correct price, after I have reached my destination I get out of the rickshaw and hand the ricshaw driver the correct fare and walk away without looking back. Otherwise, any indication of hesitation
or being unsure of the correct fare would result in the autorickshaw driver asking for more. Meters are never used in Tiruvannamalai.

If you go to the temple you can see the patala lingam where Sri Bhagavan spent some time when he first arrived in Tiruvannamalai.


When you are at Sri Ramanasramam, the way to get to the walking path on Sri Arunachala is out the back gate. After you walk out that back gate and begin walking on the walking path on Sri Arunachala, you are in a quiet place in just five minutes walking. That walking path is beautiful and quiet. Probably the second best thing for me in Tiruvannamalai is walking on Sri Arunachala. (The best being satsang with Ganesan).

To get to Annaamalai Swami's ashram, #3 on Map, and samadhi with the front gate of Sri Ramanasramam to your back make a right (walking in the opposite direction of Seshadri Ashram. 

Walk for around five minutes, then begin looking for a narrow lane to the right. Maybe 6 or 7 minutes walking time from the Sri Ramanasramam gate. Walk up that lane to the end (maybe 2 minutes walking time), and there will be an iron gate on the right side. That is the entrance to Annamalai Swami Ashram. To get to the Samadhi, walk through that gate till you reach the other end of the property 

(1 minute walking time) then turn to your right. That is the samadhi.

Near Yogi Ramsurat Kumar Ashram: 

With Sri Ramanasramam to your back turn right walking in the opposite direction from Seshadri Ashram.
Cross the street to the opposite side. Continue walking for around five minutes. There will be a sign for Yogi ashram, turn left at that road. Walk almost to the end of that road. (You will pass the post office about half way). You will see another sign for Yogi Ashram. Make a right turn and walk down that road.
After 1 or 2 minutes walking, look to your left and you will see a green metal gate. Make a left and walk through that gate  and walk for 2 or 3 minutes, on the left is the samadhi of Sadhu Om, #2 on Map.

Now if you go back the way you came and back through the green gate and make a left and walk for another three or four minutes and look to your left you will see the road leading to the entrance to 

Yogi Ashram. So if you turn left and walk down that road for 1 or 2 minutes, then you will be at Yogi Ramsurat Kumar Ashram. If you walk through the gate, to the other end of the property on your left is the place where they have bhajans etc.  I recommend that you do not visit Yogi ashram.

There is nothing of a spiritual nature happening there.

When you leave Yogi Ashram, and walk down the road that Yogi Ashram is on, walking for 1 or 2 minutes,
if you then turn left and walk for 1 or 2 minutes, then turn left again (the only way the road goes is left), then walk for 3 or 4 minutes and turn right (the only way the road goes is right), then walk to the end of the road, the gate you see is Sri Lakshmana Swamy and Sri Saradas property, #1 on the map. 

In other words if you follow the road to the end and walk till you  can walk no more, the road ends at their gate. It is a huge gate. Big satelitte dish. There is an area in front of their gate where you can sit with your back against a wall.

Whenever you have a choice between a taxi or a train, always choose the train in India.

Taxi travel is not safe in India. I like Aquafina brand bottled water the best.

See your doctor to get Malaria pills before you leave, and take mosquito repellent.

One of the many India travel books can be helpful also, like Lonely Planet for example.

If you are on a spiritual pilgrimage, always remember the purpose for which you traveling to India,

and associate and spend time only with those who are also in Tiruvannamalai for spiritual purposes.

Most of the people in Tiruvannamalai are not there for spiritual purposes.

For other information regarding a trip to India and Tiruvannamalai click this link: TRAVEL TIRU
Take care, with Love,

Michael L.

